RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

efforts to elaborate a body of theses and rules to cover a wide range
of subjects. The basic work of preparing die theses was entrusted to
Bukharin, but the detailed elaboration of directives for the East was
left to the Colonial Commission of the Congress. This commission
was headed by the veteran Finnish Communist Otto Kuusinen, who
had prepared in advance a draft of Colonial Theses. The debates
following Bukharin's and Kuusinen's reports were frank and lively.
They allowed the Eastern delegates to state the positions of their
native Communist parties, to present concrete problems, and to give
their criticism of the reports.18

The Communist party of Iran was represented by Sultan-zadeh
and Shareqi. Both took an active part in the work of the Congress
and felt free to criticize some points of Bukharin's and Kuusinen's
reports. Shareqi was elected to the International Control Commis-
sion of the Comintern, a body composed of twenty-two trusted com-
rades. Iranian delegates discussed a number of topics, expressing their
views on the agrarian question, the problem of the infiltration of non-
Communist groups in the Middle East, organizational questions, and
Pan-Islamism.

With regard to the agrarian problem, Shareqi complained that
Bukharin's report dealt with it "only incompletely and without suffi-
cient clarity." He urged further discussion to elucidate the matter
and stated that in the interim between the Fifth and Sixth Congresses
four mass uprisings of peasantry had occurred in Iran.

Shareqi was especially concerned with the question of co-operation
with non-Communist groups and with the related problem of the
composition of Communist parties in the East. The pertinence of this
problem will become obvious if we realize that "united front" tactics
had been recommended for oriental countries Jong before their in-
troduction into Europe and the Western world. Communists working
in the East have had frequent recourse to collaboration with other
parties, particularly if the latter were of an anti-imperialist character.
In concrete fulfillment of this policy, however, many practical diffi-
culties had arisen. Consequently Shareqi voiced not only his per-

13 A full record of these proceedings may be found in International Press Corre-
spondence, vol. VIII (1928), nos. 38-93, pp. 691-1687.